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CONSIGNMENT NODES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This application is a committor, i T . nan o f T T S Patent application serial number 
f r)£^:?.£20 filed Anril ?6. 1995. incorporated herein bv refer ence in its entirety. The present 
invention relates to used and collectible goods offered for sale by an electronic network of 
■ consignment stores. More specifically, the present invention may be an electronic "market 
maker" for collectable and used goods, a means for electronic "presentment" of goods for sale, 
and an electronic agent to search the network for hard to find goods. ]n a second embodiment to 
]0 the present invention, s low r.ost postin g terminal allow* the virtual presentment of poods tp 
market and establishes a two tiered market of retail and w holesale sales. 

Certain items and used goods have a large following of collectors. These items include 
baseball cards, dolls, pens, watches, comic books, stamps, corns, and the like. It is well known 
to establish shops specializing in these items. It is also well-known to establish boards for the 
1 5 sale of used goods. And is known to sell new goods on a special television- channel like the 
Home Shopping Channel. 

The prior art does not provide a means to electronically market used goods or provide an 
avenue to allow participants to speculate on the price of collectable or used goods in an 
electronic market place. Moreover, the art does no t show a wav for small to medium size 
20 business to use a low cost posting terminal i n conjunction with a market maker computer to 
rnllenivelv create a virtual market for used an d rnlWtihle Poods. Thus, to address the short 
comings of the art the present invention has the following objectives: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
; : To establish a low cost computer means for a used pond and/or consignment More? to 

pstahlish £ "trusted" comnuter^ed marke t fnT used and collectible goods. 

To establish; a computer mesne to ad m inistrate and provide inventor/ tracking to used 

pood End/or consignment stores when the store; make a virtual presentment of a good to 3 

rompnteri-ed market and the Pood is sold m th» virtual rr-»rVM and/or the Pood is sold through 
30 rhp store front. 
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i » pontic}, , compter ™>r* to double t^r p rnmnutemf d market for PPOCis, where the 
f ,„, ,; CT ic , T M,n mice ^,ri tV.p ^mr,r-, tier is a ^nl,»l f or deaW to Off let price and an 
^ d^ler hf.c rT e. £rT . T nvPri .r.ce» t o th* r, PP i P r.to-rie ? lpr price and mpv Charge and 

r.^pipy the fPT^il nrice i n a local storp customer. 
.- Tr. Publish £ ro^mfT means Prrhlvinr re mrri. nf transaction' in a cpipputcnzeej 

zlII i zl jr 2I rnll f -.r:ihle and rnnd« and d imihininr the gn->,iv«> in computer 1fTTT»na]Mhai may 
*™ *r^f v £ 1ua »nr. ,r,ri nrire trend< of collectible and mrd pood? in The 

rm-npmppjfprl TTlETket. 

To establish a computer means for a used good store 01 consignment store to sell used 
1 0 goods and collectibles electronically and to provide the automatic electronic re-sale of goods 

purchased. 

1 o establish a market for goods with a dominant electronic "market maker" node to allow 
collectors to speculate on the collectable goods market. 

To provide the excitement of a "live" auction house type atmosphere to remote 
1; participants .in a electronic auction. 

To provide data analysis to the market makers of collectable good or consignment node 
users on the price, pnce movements, and quantity of collectable goods in the virtual market. 

To provide an electronic agent interface for panicipants to search a plurality of 
consignment nodes tc search for a used good or collectable item. 
20 " To provide a means to track down the owner of a panicular used or collectable good. 

P urthei, to provide a trusted network of consignment nodes that art as broker? to provide 
a means to electronically present a used good or collectable to an electronic market. 

-r r woninc nhiecK *nn srivantaee ' ihp invention °™ motive of those which can 
Kfc hv the nresent jr.vPntinn ™d are p nt intend to be erhPi^tivr or limiting of the 

pncc-VMP sr.v,r.i*P" — ^ r ™< these and other objects and advantages of the 

^ ^^^^ hp ? pr,srf nt fr o -, rWrimior, herpir, or can be )p?TT^ from practicing the 
r ..^^. w, ., Pm hor,iPd herr ir- ™ mnHifirf ir, Hrw of inv variation* which mav be 
, n ,^, , ,v.ncp called ir, thp ^ Arrordinp lv ^ resent invpntior, raided in the novel 
methods. Erra^ pmpri " romhinE iW ,nri imr,TOVP™pr,ic hPrein shown and described, 
3 0 The present invention is a network of consignment nodes, and p low cosl easv to us? 

nocTir , c , PTTT . iir , el fnT th , y^ ; ,1 m t s^, nf Pnnric 1o market. A consignment node is a 
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computer dauba.se of used F oods preferably operated by a usee good, collectable shop keeper or 
£ bailee, t porinc lerminf ' ■< > low cost ea s y " ^ roster f r,p computer peripheral devices 
^ W , cTr.gll cir.Tf ov.T,er ir. pTwr.l eP o d < in f romnuter^H m»rfrPT and track The S-aje? of 
oniric ? nn control thp paced inventory. All consignment nodes users or operators, hereinafter 
users, are "trusted" licensees or franchisers of the software and hardware necessary to create and 
operate a consignment node. Thus, the network provides a trusted means for consignment node 
users, e.g. shop keepers, to establish electronic markets for collectable goods, establish electronic 
suctions, establish a means lor searching each others shops to locate hard to find collectibles 
items, anc a means to electronically present goods to a market. The present invention will allow, 
or hcense, certain consignments nodes to become a. dominant market maker for a particular class 
of goods, for example, a consignment node franchise may be given the rights to establish the 
dominant market for collectable antique pens. V y npnetHpod, a re r ,trr' pwket maker computer 
r-.-,, he virmaHv *virier. inn differ e r, ^rVeu with rnnir r remivh *« ^ Tneans for the 
^ g rV-Pt .o obtain vim,,! tnie roods. Other consignment nodes, after taking physical possession 
of a good may make an electronic presentment of that good to such a dominant consignment 
node market. Thus, a local collector of antique pens may bring a pen- to a convenient 
consignment node in ~~au~^ Smalltown. USA, the consignment network would allow this 
collector to electronically "present" his pen to the dominant market make node for antique pens 
in for example, Chicago. Participants, e.g. customers and collectors (hereinafter "panicipants"), 
may reach a dominant node's market or any other consignment nodes electronic store, from his 
or her home by logging on from a PC located at the participant's home to their locally operated 
consignment node and reaching the distant consignment node through the network of 
consignment nodes. Thus, each consignment node user, e.g. shop keeper, has a potential 
participant, i.e. customer base, of all consignment node panicipants. In other words, a 
potentially huge customer base that incurs the minimal cost of a local consignment node 
connection may reach any other consignment node through the consignment node network. And 
local collector's may economically participate in the collectable markets by using local access to 
a convenient consignment node "trusted" bailee, and electronically presenting collectable goods 
to rinr . ir . nm pri electronic market. 

A consignment node in a simple form may have a computer 10, a digital earner, 12, a bar 
code scanner 14, a display 16, a P nnter 20, a keyboard 18.. a database 22 and a network 
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connection 26 collectively called hereinafter i consignment node. The present invention also has 
£ useI interface application program to execute an a user or participant's data terminal 28. 

The consignment node may have four modes of operation: a software download mode, 
an auction mode, a market mode, and an agent mode. The software download mode allows a 
participant to-log into the consignment node and receive a download of a participant interface 
application program. The auction mode allow a participant from the participant interface 
application program, to log into a consignment node to panake in an electronic auction. The 
market mode allows a participant with the participant interface program to log into a 
consignment node to browse the consignment node database to search for a used or collectable 
good. The agent mode allows a participant to log into a consignment node to formulate i search 
request for a particular used good or collectable. Tne consignment node may search its own 
database for the requested good and/or generae agents to search and report back a search request 

of other consignment nodes. 

The present invention may allow a participant to electronically purchase goods from a 
consignment node and to select whether the good should be shipped to a participant designed 
location or the participant may take electronic legal ownership of a good and post a new 
participant defined offer or reserve price. By the interaction of a plurality of participants buying 
and selling collectibles on a consignment node, posting "buy at" and "sell at" quantities and 
pnces the consignment node may establish a market or become a "market maker" for collectable 
roods. A participant may also elect to electronically transfer or present a good.to a different 
consignment node or market. This allows a participant to speculate with collectable goods on the 
consignment node rework's different markets and not incur the shipping costs with physically 
moving the goods, while providing a trusted means to assure potential buyers of the good's bona 
fide svailahilir v and leeal title . 

The consignment node operator or purveyor, hereinafter referred to as the consignment 
node user, establishes his consignment node by creating a database of used goods or collectibles, 
hereinafter the term "goods" shall be used to reflect used goods, new goods and collectibles. The 
user takes the first good to be put on the database and invokes the consignment node software to 
create a data record. For example, the user owns a baseball card collector shop and the user 
wants to post his Babe Ruth collection. The user in this instance invokes the consignment node 
to "build the database mode" and the invention initializes the digital camera 1 5. The user then 



10 



1: 



20 



^o<™t*s» or dfchizei the image of the particular Babe Ruth card. The consignment system 
men d/spieys a, empty database record or, the display to accept text information concerning tne 



care. 
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The u«e* fills out the display record with information concerning the panicuiar Babe Ruth 
c , rd Tne consignment nooe verifies that enough information has been filled out in the displayed 
computer record, as. well known to the electronic database ans, and accepts the record. It shoum 
be notec that the consignment node database record has data fields for the consignment none 
us-r to add value to his consignment node posting .nth subjective information such as condition 
of the card special feature; such as autographed by Babe Ruth, and the like. Thus, the 
consent node user may build business goodwill into his particular consignment noce 
operation bv establishing his own panicuiar subjectivity and quality standards in item postings. 

After the data record or the panicuiar Babe Ruth card is accepted by the consignment 
node the svstem mav print cut a bar code label on the printer 20. The user may then put the 
panicuiar Babe Ruth card into a plastic bag and affix the bar code label to the bag. The bar code 
labe'inc «v<tem becomes a useful inventor, management- tool discussed below. 

\ "i« understood in this first example mat the consent node user is the legal ano 
eeuitable owner of the Babe Rum card and mat the user posted a reserve or offer pnee on the 
panicuiar card at his posting. In a second illustrative example, a local resident would like to 
poet for example, his Frank Robinson baseball card. Tne resident brings his Frank Robinson 
card to the baseball card store and tells the consignment node user he would like to offer his 
frank Robinson card for a consignment sale. Agaim the consignment node user invokes the 
..tern database posting mode and "photographs" the Frank Robinson card with digrtal camera 
- a e above the user fills m the system generated display prompt for information concerning 
rhe Frank Robinson care. Tne resident informs the user of the reserve or offer price and signs or 
£OT ee< to a consign, contract with the consignment node user to accept the consignment 
terns to P av the consignment node user on the sale of the card, for example 6%, of sales price as 
a consumer, fee. Again, the system may print the appropriate bar code for the Frank Robinson 
card Tne consignment node user then takes possession of the card and may affix the bar cooe- 
label to an appropriate cardholder. It should be noted by the consignment node user may agam 
-add value" to his consignment node by entering subjective criteria in the database entry for 
annenticitv. condition, special annbutes and the like, Tne participant or local resident may now 



electronically present his frank Robinson card to any consignment node, consignment node 
auction c: consignment node market maker in the consignment node network. 

Tnese processes may be repeated again and again to establish a substantial database of 
oood , f0I c,le. It should be noted that the consignment node user may at his discretion take 
postmrs from reputable dealers or collectors via a facsimile machine 01 other forms of electronic 
or verbal presentment of a good for sale. It is within the sound discretion of an individual 
consimment noce use! to establish these practices . It is within the scope of the invention, 
however, to take electronic postings from other consignment node users or individuals over the 
network as discussed below. Each consignment node user may be a franchisee of a central 
franchiser and the franchiser may police the network to give quality control, detect fraud and 
revoke the franchises or licenses of poor quality consignment node user,. Thus, the consignment 
node is a "trusted" network for consignment node users providing value to the network by 
imposing a ouality and performance structure on the consignment nodes. The same franchise 
^V^^^ to ^ w ™« pnciinc lenr.nal embodiment ,o the present 
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A buver, hereinafter participant, may electronically log onto a consignment node via a 
network connection by use of a PC with participant interface software, through an interactive 
television application, workstation Wmt hr^er or the like. The network connection driver, 
for the consignment node are discussed m detail below. The participant may enter the browse 
nooe and peruse the consignment node database of goods. It is understood that the panicipant 
mav receive the image taken with a digital camera u of the goods at the panicipant terminal. 
Tne paniopant. upon finding for example the above-posted Prank Robinson card may decide to 
purchase the card. Tne panicipant may present electronic payment to the consignment node by 
entering a credit card number and expiration date or other forms of electronic payment. It is 
understood that a secure and/or encrypted means may be established between a panicrpanrs 
interface application and a consignment node to transfer sensitive or theft prone information. 
Moreover, a panicipant may establish an account with his local consignment node to be debited 
and credited with the funds used and generated with his transactions. 

The consignment node may, for example, clear the transaction by charging the 
participant's charge care account and crediting the consignment node store account by well- 



yrc^ credit card cieanng techniques. After the consist node has cleared the transacts 
the ..err, electronically transfer* ownership of the > rank Robinson care to the partisan, 1 he 
P an,c iP ant mav then be presented with the choice of directing the deliver of the Frank Robinson 
c£T c to a desired location 01 may choose to post a new reserve or offer price for the caro anc 
direct the card to remain in the possesion of the consignment node user. Thus, the consignment 
node allows a participant to speculate on the price of the Fr.nl: Robinson card and establishes a, 
electric market for the Irani: Robinson card. It is understood mat the consignment none may 
h.-e .anv Frank Robinson card, available, thus by the interaction of collectors electronically 
buvinc and selling the collectibles it will establish a market price for a Frank Robinson care or 
^ oUier good For each transaction, the consignment node user extracts the small consumer, 
fe ; « t % of the sales price; thus the consignment node user directly benefits from operating a 
mutable consignment node. If the participant elects to take delivery of the purchased gooc, 
then the consider, node may track the deliver,- and ownership of this good to this particular 
panicipant in a data record. This data record may be useful to speed the posting of the gooo, 
< h ouic the panicipant later decide to re-post and sell the good, and it also creates a valuable 
cau^e of records to track the possession and ownership of a collectable. This feature may t* 
useful in the agent mode, e.g., tracking down very hard to find items, discussed more fully 
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The Auciior i 

For a rare good, a good in a volatile market, or a good's initial posting the consignment 
node user or participant may wish to auction the good, with or without reserve, to the highest 
bidder In this mode, the gooc may be posted on the consignment node by the means described 
above but the cata record representing the good is identified as waiting for an auction date and 
m£V not be purchased on the electronic market. Alternatively, an item may be in the electronic 
ma "rket of the consignment node whh a high reserve price that may be lowered in the auction or 
location mode. Here the consignment node user or the good's panicipant owner may enter a 
proved data f.eid a confidential reserve price for the auction mode. The consignment nooe 
„er arranoes bv invoking the appropriate consignment node program a time and oate for an 
electronic action. The consignment node user or good's panicipant owner may establish, in a 
data record that represents the good, a desire for the item to be auctioned. For example, a 



piwwhop operator of a consignment node may have several Rolex watches, he wishes to auction 
with reserve this S-arcrday night at ;:00 p.rr. The consignment node user, here a pawnshop, 
identifies cn the Roiex watch records the auction date and the. confidential reserve price. The 
consent node system may "advertise" auction dates, items and auction terms in the 

: consignment node jog on welcome message discussed below. Moreover, a good that is identified 
as ^-siting an auction date may be viewed before auction in the consignment node browse mode 
bv £ perspective Euciion participant. 

At the auction date, perspective participants log onto the cons.ign.ment node auction mode 
iocaiiy or through the consignment node nerwork and await the first good to be auctioned. It is 

i 0 understood that m the best mode of the invention the participant will have a data terminal with, a 
digital 10 analog convener such as a -sound blaster and speaker, the digital to analog capability 
mav be used m the auction mode to bnng the aural excitement of an auction, e .g., the call of the 
heckler, the caliei and bidden, home to the auction participant. This is discussed in more detail 
below. 

1: - Tne consignment node takes the first item to be auctioned and posts the image of the 

good and the good 's text record to the participants.. Tne consignment node then posts the 
opening bid. It is undentood that the bid postings may be in a protocol that invokes the 
generation of an auctioneers voice at the participant terminals. The participants may then 
respond with a higher bid. The consignment node mode scans electronically the participants for 

i 0 bids and accepts the highest bid. If bids axe tied the consignment node may take the first highest 
bid bv the participants log on order A particular bidding participant receives a special 
acknowledgment from the consignment node that her bid was accepted. The consignment node 
then posts the higher bid to ail the electronic auction participants. The consignment node repeats 
this process until no higher bid is received for a predetermined amount of time and closes the 

I: auctioning of that particular good. The consignment node then checks, whether the highest bid 
received is greater than the reserve price, if appropriate . The consignment node may then post 
sold! and the sell price to all participant terminals and proceed to post the next item for auction. 
Aeain a successful purchaser may elect to direct delivery of the good or post the good on the 
electronic market at a new participant determined offer price. 

50 It is understood that the terms of the auction sale are posted and agreed to by the 

participants before allowing a participant to bid on goods in compliance with local requirements 



„ rjd cl2TUl „ it j, also understood that a participant may make electronic parent for the gooes 
or enabi.h a line cf cre,n or collect on delivery terms within a particular consignment node 

, lsc:e tior. This may be established by a relationship between a local consignment nooe 
u<er and a local participant at the local consignment user's discretion. . 

h chould be noted that a consignment node user may sell virtual advenisme space 01 a 
central ma.er nooe e.g, the nanchiser, may coordinate the sale of advertising space on a pool o: 
concent nodes to reach target market participant, For example, if a participant has 
purer,., or speculated in antique pens, and adversers of an antique pen specially consignment 
r.ode wishes to target market individuals on the network who have purchased ccliectab* pens in 
the past A central coordinated master node may sell advertising to an advertiser for the log on 
mett£Ee 01 e-mail tarretec participants and users. Thus, the network of consignment nooes can 
establish a market for target marketing or blanketed advertising of goods and series, solo 
locally or on a network level by a central node. 

The Agent 

The A cent Mode allows a consignment node participant to search a plurality of 
consignment nodes and purchase records for a used good. A participant may ,og onto his local 
consignment node to shop-. This participant for example, may be interested in purchasing a 
particular used com for her collection. The panicip.nl may invoke a consignment node Agent to 
.arch the network of consignment nodes lor this com. The participant fills in the search 
parameters for this com, lor example, a 1S72 U.S. penny from.the Denver Mint Tne 
consent node Agent task handier verifies the Agent form, is sufficiently filled out and 
accepu the task. The Agent checks a list of other consignment nodes network addresses kept by 
the local consignment node database and generates an Agent communication message to each 
consignment node on the list ano begins to establish communications to the other consignment 
,ode< An A«nt message between consignment nodes begins by coordinating or reconciling the 
database on each consignment node of the locations anchor address of other consignment nooes. 
If a concenment node has a different list of consignment nodes in its database n w,l, pas, the 
node update information to the other consignment node. Tne consignment node originating the 
.gent ta^k will generate a new Agent task to accommodate the information concerning the new 
consent node. Once the consignment node database of consignment nodes is reconciled, the 
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BRjjEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

. on. nf The me^ent invention mav have a computer 10, 
f jcure 1 shows the consignment noae of the pre.ent . 

' ■ • ~.a , racial camera 12. a bar code scanner 14, a cisplay 16, 
ciata storage device 22, £ tape anve ^4, a oigiui c.mera i., 
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consignment noce. 



Pieure > is £ schematic Gi£gT2m 



, showing the -ioFicEl flow of the consignment node 
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Figure H is 8 schematic diagram showing 



the ioeical flow of the consignment nooe 



A pent handler subroutine . 



connection. 




DFT ULED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

DET T— mat the get se.on icenti^on procure 1 00 is a routine that _ 
the communication pons anc vinuai communication pons residing on a protocol «, The 
, 0 consent node ma, use, for example, a «3 interface car. avauable from Etcon 



Corporation or Frontiei Corporation to 



execute an X.2: protocol stack in a PC workstation. The 
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gel _ icn identification i 00 program may monitor the X.25 protocol fox incoming calls. If the 
pI0 . ETl identify an incoming ell it may answer the call by transmitting the appropriate X - 
paclet to the network on the appropriate virtual channel. It is understood that other protocols, 
cud - TCP IP. DtCNIT. SNA and ATM are within the scope of the present invention ano mat 
protocol stack, may simultaneously execute in a consignment node. Therefore, the ret 
, e „ 10 , identification program 1 00 may have multiple instances to connect and monitor the 
various protocols. Alter the get session identification 100 has appropriately answereo an 
incoming call to the consignment node, it may invoke the display welcome message ano menu 
routine 102. 

lt 3 < understood that the ret session identification 100 provides sufficient information to 
the dxpiav welcome message and menu 102 to allow the display welcome message and menu 
W to connect to the app.opri.te session or virtual channel. At this juncture , if the panic.pant ,s 
using an approved interface program, the interface program will send a predetermined code to 
indicate its version and other characteristics of its d, P lav driver. If a participant is logging ,n 
horr a TTY terminal or other terminal the display welcome message and menu 102 may detect 
thi« information and send the appropriate TTY welcome message, J^mM^L^ 
] ^ J0J d^^ 

H i, understood that the welcome message is viewed by the consignment node user as virtual 
advertising space that may be sold by the consignment node user or coordinated with the master 
control node .discussed in detail beiow). Tne participant may respond to the display welcome 
and menu 102 program by giving an appropriate log on response 104. The get log on 
:pon ; e , (W mav verify and gr.nt a level of access privileges to the participant. It is understood 
uic t the consignment nooe use, may require the get log in response 104 to retrieve a credit card 
number pin number, user ID and the like, to grant access privileges. If a participant is us.ng a 
TTY terminal those sessions may be shunted to the download interface program (DIP) lOo 
routine to receive an appropriate interface program from the consignment node. Tne DIP 106 
mav present a list of choices as to what version interface program should be downloaded, such as 
DO- Windows. UNIX. MAC platforms and what transfer program is desired such as Kermil 
Xmodem FTP and the like. A participant with a participant interface program may also elect to 
rec-ive a new interface program from the DIP 106. It is understood that an older, no longer 
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or, tht good. The initialization step 204 also initializes the consignment node peripheral devices 
such as the dicixai camera 12 and the printer 20. The condiment node user then "photographs" 
ci digitizes the image of the rood from one or more perspectives as well known to the digital 
camera arts. The consignment node receives the .digitized image(s) at receive image 206 step. 
The consignment node program men prompts the.consigr.ment node user for information on the 
EO od 20*. The consignment node receives information 2 1 0 that the consignment node user 
Inputs to the data record displayed at step- 20? . The consignment node program verifies 212 that 
the necessary information, such as owners name, reserve price, market or auction designation is 
in the dais record. The verify step 212 will reject Lhe record and return the consignment node 
user G£U entry mode 210 if the record does not have the minimum information. .If the record is 
verified 212 as complete enough to commit to the consignment node database, a data record is 
created 214 and linked into the consignment node database. The consignment node program 
men generates and prints a bar code 2 1 6 mat indicated the data record. The bar code system is 
used by the consignment node to maintain an accurate inventory and is a hook for local sales 
(discussed below). The posting routine may then exit 2U anc return from the posting program. 
By repealing the posting routine of figure • the consignment node user may build a diabase of 
goods for the consignment node market, auction and/or agent searches. 

figure 4 shows the logical block flow diagram of the processes the consignment node 
m av take to execute an auction. It is understood that the consignment node user may manually 
in voke the auction process, or may schedule the consignment node to execute the auction 
process. The auction process begins by initializing 250 the data structures, records, queues and 
the like to conduct the auction process. The connection between the auction process and auction 
participants is discussed below. The auction process gets the first item to be auctioned 252 from 
the database of goods to be auctioned 254. The consignment node then calculates the opening 
bid 256 bv a predetermined formula such as 50% of the reserve or general solicitation of an 
opening bid is posted to the auction participants 25*. The consignment node, auction mode then 
scans the participants for a higher bids 262. If a higher bid is found the new bid is posted 264. It 
is understood that the step, of checking for bids 260 determines if the bid is higher 262 and 
pcsunc the new higher bid 264 is repeated until no higher bids, are received. After the typical 
auction closing of going once ... twice ... three times the auction is closed 266. The consignment 
node auction program then compares the highest bid received with the good's reserve price 268 
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ie£ ve ft. sooo a, .he purchased cor,s.pm.n, nod. and .l.c.ron.oally transfer .he ofTe™ E of a 
„od ,o ar,o.r,, consider,, nod, 1, ,s und.rs,ood to .ons.fnmen. node users may ro„ a 
*W b««™ cons.n,men, nodes ,0 P ,ov,de ,he «*. *r*e«. *" •« 

t( ,oc „ .... «rf fta, .he * "■» — . ,0 proV,ae fa dKn ™ C 

pI .,.r.m.r„ of . sood ,s S ««« «m* conr,.c.,on. This alio*., collectable f ooos. .0 be 
t once,Fa,.d fa a smpie el.nrcr.ic aucor, or vinual collectable marke, or, a maree, make, 
C 0,,™er, noe. mcumnf ft, cos, of shipping ft. foods ,o a centra! .oca.ior, ,o brm E 

ft. s c.c* ,o the mark., make, consumer,, r,od, 1, is understood rha, the trusted postir, E of 
™'d. on a marke, make, node is a value aod.d ,'.a,u,e a small consign, node can 
™id. .o W, ,mmed,s„ colleco, tmm ^. « unders,ood tha, the master central nooe ma, 
also serve as a leca. censor,, node hancrusmf authonry to provide enforcement of tnt.prrry, 
...unrv and ouaiirv control for the consifnmem node network 

' i , E „,. t <hows >h. constat*, nod. ,ou,,„. that may be used to establish a virtual 
mark., The marke, m may be seiec.ee horn th. consume* nod. main menu, see f iP ur. 2, to 
^ a pa„.c,pa„, ,c tro.se ft. .ons, S ,»nen, noo. E „oes The marKe, ,50 .ill d.splay 

„ ,„. parucpan, marke, ca,e f o„es « S , ca,. f ones may be defmed bv the consign, nooe 

,o ,ef,ec, ,he specahzanor, of his corner., node and the speeded mark., o, 
n ,.c.lianeous market- fo, h,s food, Th. consider,, node then ,« the pan.cpants response 
4U to fte marke, choices. The cons.fnmen, nod. may ,hen c.spiay »*«, sub-ca.eoones 45*. 
.'.am ,n. consign, „oa. us, may specify mark., sub.ca, t on.s ,0 ref.ee, *, specials 
o, ft, .ons.smmen, node. Th. cons.cnmem nod. may men display ,.ems «* ano F e< the 
P ar„.,p,r„ 0, marke, use, .espons. 460 ,o ,he orspisyed cho.es. » , unde,s.cod ,ha, *, 
pan,c,pan, mav browse or scroll ,hrou f h the foods or, ,he mark., 462, 45?. 460 urnil *. 
r ar.,c,na», responds whb a d.s„ ,o .» *. marke, 405. 1! ,he response is a des.r. ,o uansfer ,0 
ft. mark., roo, duecory 464 .her, ,he .ons.smmen, nod. w.li rerun, ,he pan.cpan, ,o the mar«, 
s ur ,ca.e E or,es <«. If .he pau.cpar,. ,spcnc.d ™ a c.srre .o .ermmate ft. session 466 ft. _ 
M „.,r„men, node w„l ex,, ,he marke, anc ,.rrr„,,a,e fte participants session. 1, is uncers.ooc 
fta,'ounnc .1, b.cwse ioor. 45 M 60, 4 t : a pan.cpan, may elec. ,o buv or make ar, one, or, a 
t0M and mav invoke ,h. .ransfe, o» T ,,sh, P rouun, see f 1? ure 7,0 ef.ee, fte , ra nsfer of a 
'.ood-s owneish-p. 1, ,s also ur,oers,ooc ,ha, a pan.cpar,, m.ay make an offer or, a E ood below 
a.l:,n f ,o, ofi.red, pne, .uch a P ,o P os.d off., mav be s,ored by .he consign, node and 



u5ed lc n otif^ the good owner. The food owner may then accept ihe counter offer or reject. It is 
uneerstooc that a participant counter-offer may be made subject to an acceptance before date, it 
is also understood that a participant may establish a "buy ar or "sell at" price/quantity for any 

pood in ihe marke;. 

}■ igure 9 shows a logical flow dian am of the process that may be use to transact the 
transfer of ownership of goods or, a consignment node at the store where a consignment node 
may be located. The consignment node user invokes the store sale sub-routine 500 from a 
consignment node user terminal see figure 1 . The consignment node user may use the bar code 
scanner to scan the bar coot of the good for sale 501. It is understood that the consignment node 
u ,ti may manually recall or search the consignment node database for the data record of the 
good or may let the consignment node software use the bar code to automatically retrieve the 
record 5«. The data record is then scanned to retrieve price and sale information on the good 
506. h is important to note that a good whole on display at a consignment node user's shop may- 
have transferred ownership and changed price via network participants. The consignment node 
the n displays this information f OE, at the consignment" node user terminal. Tne store customer 
mav then elect to purchase the good. The consignment node may process a- store customer 
purchase request by calling the appropriate sub-routine to transfer ownership, see figure 7, of the 

POOd. 

Figure 10 shows a logical process diagram for the central node to collect and process data 
concerning transactions on a plurality of consignment nodes and provide value added feed back 
to consignment node users on market positions and trends. Data processing 550 may be 
executed on a consignment node or the central node to extract transaction data from a 
consicnment node. It is understood that the tape drive, or storage device may be used to log 
network transactions on the posting, auctioning, buying and selling of goods and collectibles on a 
consignment node. This information may be collected by the central node over the consignment 
nooe network. The central node may then plot sales, sale date, price oyer time and the like to 
create graphs of market performance 5 5A .his understood that the data correlation and 
processing steps 554, 556 may be customized to provide a particular consignment node user with 
useful market information. The central node may also provide hard copies or electronically 
transfer the information to the consignment node users. It is understood mat this may be a value 
added feature of a service that may be provided by a franchiser. It is understood that the central 
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